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TEXAS HIGHWAYS erves the Ch e a 


We sometimes may be too i 
aims and responsibilities of the ” Texas 
partment. 


Undoubtedly we think oF our primary aim as He 


building of highways. But highways themselves, 
without a purpose, would be but endless ribbons 
of concrete or asphalt stretching across the land. 

Concisely, highways are built to facilitate the 
movement of men and merchandise — to the places 
they want to go or where they are needed, speedily 
and with maximum safety. 

A study of the history of road-building is in itself 
fascinating. But the economic and social impact of 
highways may almost be described as the mirror 
of civilization. 

The 18th Century pioneers advanced into the 
frontier, carving a new nation from the wilderness 
that was America. And where they went they built 
roads — which proved to be gateways for the land- 
hungry immigrants. 

We see a parallel today in the superhighways, 
which are opening up new manufacturing and in- 
dustrial centers in the smaller communities of the 


from now. Plans must visualize millior 
hicles, greater speeds, mounting load 


day’s motorist may more likely be a wom 
a man, and mother — or grandmother — 
easels the safest highways Re 


constantly not simply to “promise her anyt 
but rather to give her better, safer highways - 
Christmas and throughout the year. 


Progress 


Eur HOPKINS, editor of the 
Longview Morning Journal, is the sweep- 
stakes winner in a statewide newspaper 
editorial contest sponsored by the Texas 
Good Roads Association in connection 
with Highway Week observances in Oc- 
tober. 

Mr. Hopkins wrote his editorial, en- 
titled “Highways to Progress,” as a 
“public testimony to the strong belief 
of Longview industrial, business and 
civic leadership that good highways 
have played a major role in almost every 
instance in Longview’s quest for indus- 
try. 

“The editorial, therefore, was to give 
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public recognition to the Texas Highway 
Department, and the Texas Good Roads 
Association, for a forward-looking high- 
way construction program—and_ thus 
solidify public support of the people and 
state legislative officials for the Texas 
highway system and its needs.” 

The Longview Morning Journal has 
been awarded a bronze plaque, and 
Editor Hopkins will receive a $100 sav- 
ings bond as his share in the Highway 
Week Editorial Contest purse. 

Plaques and $100 savings bonds also 
go to these first place winners named 
by judges: 

Winston Gardner, Kilgore News Her- 
ald (daily newspapers category); Sam 


D. Logan, Jasper News-Boy (weekly 
newspapers in cities of more than 2,500 
population), and Anne Teel, Lefors 
Progress (weekly newspapers in cities 
of fewer than 2,500 population). 

Second place plaques were won by 
Vern Rogers, Mid-Cities (Hurst) Daily 
News Texan; and, in the weekly cate- 
gories, Ed Fries, Bellville Times and 
Weldon Lacy, Olney Enterprise. 

Larry Gage of the Brownwood Bulle- 
tin and Chester K. Mick of the Smith- 


Plaque awarded to the Longview Morning Journa 
for the sweepstakes winning editorial, ‘Highways to 
Progress," written by editor Ellie Hopkins. 


ville Times will receive plaques as third 
place winners. 

State Highway Engineer D. C. Greer, 
DeWitt C. Reddick, Director of the 
School of Journalism at The University 
of Texas, and Charles J. Keese, execu- 
tive officer of the Texas Transportation 
Institute, were judges. 


The awards were contributed by the 
Texas Good Roads Association, lay or- 
ganization working for better highway 
transportation for Texas. The associa- 
tion sponsored the annual celebration of 
Highway Week which this year saluted 
“Mobility: Your Fifth Freedom.” @ 


sweepstakes 
winner 
highway week 
editorial 
contest 


Highways to Progress 


he good roads that make up the 
Texas highway system have built a good 
name for Texas among the nation’s 
travelers. But, more than being a joy 
to ride upon, they are highways to 
progress in the Lone Star State. 

For many years, Texas has had a na- 
tional reputation for good highways. In 


recent years, however, the Texas high- 
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way system has been extended and im- 
proved to such an extent that it has 
become a major factor in building the 
Texas economy. 


The East Texas area around Long- 
view provides an excellent example of 
what we mean when we say that good 
highways are major steps to progress. 
New and improved highways in the 
Greater Longview region of Northeast 
Texas literally have opened the way to 
a new era of industrial development and 
community progress in this piney woods 
region. 

As new vision and new life have been 
channeled into East Texas by new and 
improved highways in recent years, so 
it has been all over Texas—areas rich 
in natural resources but formerly half 
isolated due to poor roads have been 
opened to opportunity and invigorated 
by new industry, commercial expansion, 
educational and cultural development. 


The annual Highway Week observy- 
ance in Texas, Oct. 4-10, will be a time 
of particular significance this year be- 
cause it will put emphasis on a phase 
of the Texas highway program that is 
not always appreciated or understood. 
This is pointed up in the theme of the 
week—“Mobility: Your Fifth Freedom.” 

We Texas citizens need to see our 
highway system in its broadest meaning 
to our state, our communities, and our 
lives. In a very literal sense, the Texas 
highway program must be considered as 
bringing a new freedom to many areas 
of Texas—the freedom of easy access 
and rapid mobility between rural areas 
and nearby urban centers, and between 
small cities and towns and the state’s 
major metropolitan centers. 


Here in the Longview area of East 
Texas, we have come to realize that 
such mobility must precede industrial 
development. In this day of rapid com- 
munication and transportation, the com- 
munity that goes industry-hunting but is 
handicapped by geographic isolation is 
bound to return home empty handed. 
That is why we here in Longview have 
worked cooperatively with cities and 
communities throughout this East Texas 
region for more and better highways to 
serve our area. 


The Texas Highway Department, we 
are pleased to say, has been understand- 
ing of our needs in recent years and, 
upon being shown the facts and the 
needs, has responded encouragingly and 
helpfully—within its means considering 
the needs of other areas of Texas. As a 
result of this response, Longview and 
its surrounding East Texas area is be- 
coming one of the major new industrial 
regions of Texas and the Southwest. 

The Texas highway program is a ma- 
jor undertaking of the state. It em- 
braces long-range study and planning. 
It includes engineering and construction. 
And it puts a necessary emphasis upon 
good maintenance in order to protect 
the major investments made in good 
roads and preserve their long-time use- 
fulness to the public. 


This kind of program must have wide 
public support. In a state the size of 
Texas—where some highways are 800 
miles long—it is a gigantic under- 
taking to build and maintain good high- 
ways. Yet the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment, with the understanding of the 
people and the support of the Legisla- 
ture, has kept Texas in the forefront 
among states in the matter of construc- 
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tion and maintenance of good highways. 

We believe this kind of highway pro- 
gram is of prime importance to Texas 
not only from the industrial develop- 
ment standpoint but also from the cul- 
tural and social development view as 
well. Progress that is worthwhile and 
lasting is not one-sided; it must be firm- 
ly based on sound and useful improve- 
ments of public facilities that will bring 
new mobility and new vision to the 
people. 

As we approach the observance of 
Highway Week, this newspaper com- 
mends the Texas Highway Commission 
and its staff personnel headed by D. C. 
Greer, state highway engineer; the Texas 
Good Roads Association and its new 
president Virgil Patterson of Amarillo 
who will serve as general chairman of 
the annual observance; and members of 
the Texas Legislature who have given 
enlightened and purposeful support to 
the highway program in past years. 


A modern highway program is not 
something that is accomplished in a giv- 
en length of time and then forgotten. 
Motor vehicle registrations in Texas this 
year have increased to a record 5,632,- 
373 by latest official count—up 261,315 
or 5 per cent over 1963—which empha- 
sizes the continuing and growing need 
for more and better highways. These 
good roads Texas must have if we are to 
continue our economic, cultural and so- 
cial progress in this competitive age. 


The Texas Highway Department has 
demonstrated that it has the ability and 
the vision to plan and construct and 
maintain as fine a highway system as 
the nation or the world affords. The key 
to continuance of this vital program in 


our growing state is public support and 
legislative understanding. Citizens all 
over Texas must realize, as we here in 
Longview and East Texas have learned, 
that good highways are necessary steps 
to progress. Mf 


excerpts 
from 
other 
winners 


Don't Let 'em Take it Away 


Jealous residents of 49 states say they 
are tired of Texas brags. And well they 
may be. The loud, brassy Texan is not 
typical of our grand state and thank 
heavens, he seems to be a diminishing 
breed. 

But the Lone Star State does have one 
asset we all can and should point to with 
pride—the nation’s best highway system. 

Texas has more miles of superior 
roadways than any state, built to top 
standards for less money per mile, and 
has done this with the lowest gasoline 
tax and without hint of graft! 

Now is the time for Texans 
to speak up for our highway system, 
unless they want to have the poor brand 
of roads they find in many other states. 
Let’s tell our lawmakers, “Don’t let em 
take it away.” 


—Winston Gardner, in the Kilgore News 
Herald 


Recreation Area Highways 


Anyone who has traveled on the rural, 
inter-state or highways through metro- 
politan areas in this and other states, 
need not be told that Texas has high- 
ways in all categories superior to most 
of the other 49 states in this nation. 

Now comes our suggestion that special 
highway department funds be set up for 
not only city and farm to market high- 
ways, but also for highways connecting 
the large urban centers with the major 
lake and other types of recreation areas. 
We don’t believe anyone would complain 
about this, as it would give city folks 
straighter, smoother routes to their week- 
end vacation spots, and it would give 
the rural and small town folks the same 
advantages when they want a night or 
weekend of seeing the city sights. 
—Sam D. Logan, in The Jasper News- 

Boy 


To the Point 


Highways should mean much to us 
in our community. It was only a year 
or so that driving to Pampa, just 12 
miles away, would do more for you than 
all day in church. 

You spent more time praying on that 
12 miles than you did any other time. 

In a few short months, the Highway 
Department will begin construction of 
a new highway around our town. Right 
now, much of our future as a town de- 
pends on this highway. 

A new and better highway should 
bring business firms to our area. It 
should also attract prospective home- 
owners who would like to live in our 
community and commute. With our new 


highways we sincerely hope this happens. 


—Anne Teel, in the Lefors Progress 
g 


Wirs a theme of “Mobility: Your 
Fifth Freedom,” Texans observed High- 
way Week October 4-10. 

In an official proclamation designat- 
ing Highway Week, Governor John Con- 
nally stated: 

“Tt may be fairly said that the growth 
and prosperity of Texas relates as much 
to the caliber of its highway system as 
does the highway system to the growth 
of Texas.” 

Sponsored by the Texas Good Roads 
Association, the Highway Week theme 
adds mobility to the celebrated Four 
enunciated by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. His four free- 
doms were freedom of worship and ex- 


Freedoms 


pression and freedom from want and 
from fear. 

Most states in the United States used 
last year’s slogan “Better Highways 
Now, Save Lives, Time, and Money,” 
but Texas came up with the mobility 
theme. “Good Roads are Good Buys,” 
and “Good Roads for Better Living” 
were themes for Indiana. Good roads 


boosters in Michigan came up with this 


revi 


sited 


jewel: “Aren’t you glad Michigan has 
so many good miles of freeway? Don’t 
you wish all the states had?” 

At least one state next year will pat- 
tern its Highway Week activities on 
those used by Texas. Guy Gunn, secre- 
tary-treasurer of the Pennsylvania High- 
way Information Association — said, 
“Next year you will see a wholesale con- 
version of your material to Pennsylvania 
style.” 

In Texas, the Highway Week pro- 
gram was conducted on a broad front. 

Key features of the Highway Week 
program included: 


@ Press kits for newspaper, radio and 
tv news media, and selected trade 
journals. 

Kits consisted of approximately 
35 items, including timely feature 
stories, editorials, pictures, mats 
and slick proofs, taped public 
service announcements for radio, 
and prepared slides for television 
stations. 


@ A hand-illuminated Highway Week 


proclamation signed by Governor 
John Connally. 


Pictures were made of Governor 
Connally at the signing, along 
with members of the Highway 
Commission and the State High- 
way Engineer. 


@ Speeches before civic clubs, county 
and municipal officials and others 
interested in better highways; rib- 
bon cuttings and dedications of new 
highways and highway buildings. 

More than 200 speeches, ribbon 
cuttings and dedications were 
scheduled throughout the State. 
Speakers touching on the High- 
way Week theme included Gov- 
ernor Connally, the State’s attor- 
ney general, members and form- 
er members of the Highway 
Commission, the State Highway 
Engineer, Texas Highway De- 
partment executives, members 
and officers of the Texas Good 
Roads Association. 


@ A four-color poster denoting High- 
way Week in Texas. 
More than 4,000 posters depict- 
ing a beautiful West Texas high- 
way were sent to newspapers, 
radio and tv stations, county 
judges, chambers of commerce 
and others interested in promot- 
ing better highways. They were 
displayed throughout the State. 


@ A “Texas Highways Facts” bro- 
chure. 
Approximately 60,000 of these 
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new brochures were distributed 
throughout the State during 
Highway Week. 


@ Two-color gold labels for corre- 
spondence and Highway Week lit- 
erature. 

Approximately 60,000 labels 
printed in blue and black ink 
on gold foil were used to call 
attention to Highway Week. They 
enunciated the Highway Week 
Theme, “Mobility: Your Fifth 
Freedom.” 


@ An editorial contest among Texas 
newspapers. 
Awards totaling $500 and thir- 
teen beautiful bronze plaques 
were offered for the best edi- 
torials featuring a highway 
theme. 


@ Open house observation and “cof- 
fees” at Highway Department Dis- 
trict Offices. 

Personnel in the offices of the 
various resident engineers, and 
maintenance districts also par- 
ticipated. Ceremonies included 
presentation of merit and safety 
awards to Highway Department 
employes. 


@ “Texas Highways” features High- 
way Week. 

The October issue of Texas High- 

ways, official publication of the 

Texas Highway Department, was 

devoted primarily to Highway 


Week. 


From muddy, boggy ruts to long, curving highways in the future, Kenneth Collins. 


worth captures the theme of mobility for Highway Week. The drawing was picked 
for the October cover of Travis Engineer magazine. 
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“Few of our rights we are privileged to share by living 
in a free land are more significant than our right to freedom 
on the open road.”—Polk County Enterprise. 

“The Highway Department and the TGRA, working to- 
gether, have made complete mobility possible in Texas.” 
—Haskell Free-Press. 

“Few nations have either as large or as good a highway 
network as Texas has; no nation with population and area 
approximating Texas has a system anywhere approaching 
ours in size or excellence.”—The Houston Chronicle. 

“Here in Texas we are doubly blessed with both fine high- 
ways—the best in the world—and the very finest adminis- 
trators.”—Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel. 

“Because Texas leaders had the foresight to get behind 
highway improvements years ago, and because Paris area 
leaders did the same, we have this fine system.” —Paris News. 

“The world is on the move. Highways make this concept 
of living possible.”—Baytown Sun. 


Thanks for a Job 
Well Done 


After Highway Week, the Texas Highway Commission 
sent the following letter to Virgil P. Patterson, President of 
the Texas Good Roads Association: 

On behalf of the Texas Highway Commission we would 
like to express our sincere appreciation to the Texas Good 
Roads Association for its support in observance of Highway 
Week, October 4-10. 

Importance of the Texas highway program to the state’s 
economy and well-being cannot be overstressed. Sponsor- 
ship of this worthy event to call public attention to our 
highway achievements and problems cannot but lighten the 
task of the Texas Highway Commission. 


We are especially grateful for the enthusiastic cooperation 


“The Texas Highway Department has assembled a tre- 
mendous record of accomplishment, efficiency and vision 
over a long period of time. It has been able to do these 
things with a combination of skilled administration, ade- 
quate financial support and freedom from political inter- 
ference.”—Sulphur Springs Daily News-Telegram. 

“While we enjoy and appreciate the roads over which we 
glide today, we should remember that continued citizen 
support will be vital in sustaining the excellence of our 
system.”—Abilene Reporter-News. 

“The fine system of highways has played a big part in 
the development of our state.’"—Fred C. Latcham Jr. of 
Beeville, president South Texas Chamber of Commerce, in 
Goliad Advance-Guard. 

“A great big salute is due the Texas Highway Commission, 
Texas Highway Department, Texas Good Roads Association 
and all others who have helped make Texas highways the 
greatest!” —Midland Reporter-Telegram. 

“Unusually good highways are the main reason behind 
Laredo’s ability to maintain its rank as the most important 
‘Gateway City’ on the entire U. S.-Mexican border.” Laredo 
Chamber of Commerce president, in the Laredo Times. 

“Without mobility of people and products, the law of 
supply and demand would be invalid and the free enterprise 
system of economics would not work.”—Olney Enterprise. ™ 


of the Texas Good Roads Association at every level—staff, 
members, executive committee and officers. All helped assure 
success of this year’s Highway Week observances. 


Sincerely yours, 
Herbert C. Petry, Jr., Chairman 
Hal Woodward, member 


J. H. Kultgen, member 


In addition, the Commission sent this memorandum to all 
Department employes: 

The Commission would like to express its grateful appre- 
ciation to Mr. Greer and to all employes of the Texas 
Highway Department for their part in the recently concluded 
and successful observance of Highway Week. 

Highway Week tends to focus public attention on highway 
achievements and problems. It broadens public perspective 
of the importance of highways to the individual, his com- 
munity, the state and the nation. 

The enthusiastic cooperation of all employes in making 
Highway Week so successful surely will make lighter the 
task of the Commission. 


EI Paso’s 


ARNE FR 0 WE Rey Re, 


Mom’.* * 08665 


By Carol Nation 
RAVELING at Christmas time is often wont to be 


a lonely venture. 
Despite the excitement of seeing friends and family 
at the end of the trip, by the time you’re 10 miles 
from home the trip threatens to take forever. Left behind 
are the festivities proclaiming Christmas at every corner of 
the city . . . the brightly colored lights of Main Street, the 
Christmas trees in picture windows, the nativity scenes 
on church lawns, the red and jolly and fat Santa Claus dolls 
climbing into chimneys, the eggnog and mistletoe parties, 
the gifts hiding in secret places throughout the house, the 
crowds of people and splendidly decorated shop windows, 
the caroling children. 


Ih, comparison, the countryside seems cold and bleak and 
quiet and empty. 

The only highlights of the journey are going through the 
towns and cities, and they are all decorated with lights, from 
the smallest village to cities like Fort Worth and Dallas 
and Houston. 

But only El Paso has a Christmas decoration of such 
enormous magnitude that it can cheer the hearts of travelers 
yet far out in the country, miles away from the city. 


$ parkling high atop the mountain that ridges through the 
heart of El Paso is a giant star. Motorists 35 miles away 
from the city can see the star. 

Air passengers can see the star 100 miles away at an 
altitude of 10,000 feet. 


No matter what highway the motorists may be traveling 
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Star on the Mountain 


Photo by Darst-Ireland, El Paso. 


on—I.H. 10, or U.S. Highway 54, 80, 180, 62, or 85—they 
will see the star while driving through El Paso. This is 
because at least a portion of all these routes converge near 
downtown El Paso on their routes through the city. 


The star is mounted on the southeasern side of Mount 
Franklin which juts through the center of the city, ending 
just before the downtown area. The El Paso Electric Com- 
pany constructed the star in 1941. 

Some 7,000 feet up in the air, the star is 459 feet long 
and 278 feet wide. It is composed of 459 globes of 150 
watts each, and carries a load of 70 kilowatts. Sturdy poles, 
from six to 30 feet high, support the massive structure 
against the mountainside. Its tilt on the mountain has varied 
during the years from a 2814-degree incline to a 30-degree 
angle, due to constant shifting of the mountainside. 

Calling it the Star of Bethlehem, El Pasoans regard the 
star as an annual city tradition. Each year it is lighted up 
in a ceremony a week before Christmas. 


Licht from the star has shown throughout the country, as 
many magazines have carried stories about it. The news- 
paper wire services have shuttled stories about the star 
across the land, and as a result the star has been nationally 
publicized frequently. 

So it is that year after year, El Paso’s star on the moun- 
tain continues to beam its message of West Texas good will 
to the people of El Paso and Juarez, Mexico, and to Texas 
tourists and the lonely Christmas travelers. @ 


Jerry Blansett of the Humble Touring Service displays the 
life membership plaque given him at the ninth annual Texas 
Travel Counselors’ workshop in Galveston. Bill Coffey (left), 
manager of the Texas Division of the American Automobile 


Highways are of the utmost importance 


to industrial development in Texas, Har- 
ry Clark, director of the Texas Industrial 
Commission, reminds travel counselors. 
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service in TIC. 


Travel 


Association, presented the plaque and Tom H. Taylor, 
director of the Travel and Information Division, Highway 
Department, congratulates Blansett on his seven years of 


Counselors 


“The traveling counseling profession 
in the years ahead will be thrust into 
unbelievable heights as it keeps pace 
with the conquest of space,” Tom H. 
Taylor, director of the Travel and In- 
formation Division, Texas Highway De- 
partment, predicted recently. 

“And this boon to the ever-increasing 
Texas travel industry,” Taylor said, “will 


Meet 


be occurring in the very state now ac- 
tively engaged in landing a man on the 
moon.” 

Taylor made his high-level remarks 
to delegates attending the ninth annual 
Texas Tourist Counselors’ workshop 
held in October at the Jack Tar Hotel 
in Galveston—just 23 miles from the 
National Aeronautics Space Administra- 


Fred Fairfield, manager of Consumer Publications for Ford Motor Company, 
discusses recreational travel with delegates to the Texas Travel Counselors Con- 
ference. The November issue of Fort Times was devoted exclusively to Texas, the 
first time in the publication's history that such a thing had been done. 


tion facilities where Project Apollo is 
reaching skyward. 

The two-day workshop is held each 
year to brief travel counselors in the 
latest techniques and to bring new in- 
formation to their attention—all de- 
signed to stimulate travel in Texas. 
Ninety-two delegates from Texas AAA 
offices, oil company touring bureaus, 
and personnel from the Highway De- 
partment’s tourist bureaus attended the 
conference. 

“Collectively, these travel counselors 
aid more than three million visitors an- 


nually with travel information and serv- 
ices,” Taylor said. “Our conferences are 
designed to enable travel counselors to 
do a better job for their respective or- 
ganizations.” 

Jerry Blansett, manager of the Hum- 
ble Touring Service, retired as treasurer 
of TTC at this year’s meeting. Bill Cof- 
fey, manager of the Texas Division of 
the American Automobile Association, 
presented Blansett with a life member- 
ship to TTC and an engraved plaque. 
Coffey said: 


“This life membership is presented 


Regulations and laws governing Texas 
vehicles are presented to delegates by 
Bob Townsley Jr., director of the Motor 
Vehicle Division, Austin. 


to Jerry Blansett in recognition of his 
contribution to the travel counselors pro- 
fession and for his sagacious leadership 
given the Texas Travel Counselors Con- 
ference.” 

Taylor serves as permanent chairman 
of the organization and Coffey is secre- 
tary of the advisory board. 

The annual workshop is only one of 
the steps the Highway Department takes 
to back tourist promotion and travel for 
Texas. Next year’s workshop will be 
held in McAllen in the Rio Grande 
Valley. & 


Governor John 

Connally (left) accepts 

an original watercolor from 
Clarence H. Dykeman, 
editor-in-chief of 

Ford Times magazine, at 

a reception in Dallas 

held in recognition 

of the November 

“Special Texas Vacation 
Issue” of the Ford 

Times. The watercolor, 

by Texas artist 

Warren Hunter, appears 

on the cover of the 
November Ford Times. The 
issue marks the first 

time the nationally circulated 
travel magazine has devoted 
an entire issue to a 


single state. 


INCE you’re lucky enough to be 
in Texas already, you won't have to 
cross any state lines to visit China, 
Egypt or India, or even Scotland or 
Turkey. In fact, Texas also encompasses 
Venus, Mars, Mercury and Saturn as 
well as Earth, and if Paradise is not 
enough, there is also Utopia. If you’re 
interested in Fair Play and Necessity, 
they can be found on the Texas road 
map, too. 

Readers all over the United States are 
finding out about Texas, because for 
the first time in its 57-year history Ford 
Times magazine for November was de- 
voted exclusively to articles about one 
state—Texas. The feature issue was dis- 
tributed to 1.3 million subscribers, and 
the varied articles describing Texas from 


the tropics to the Panhandle should en- 


12 


tice many a reader to pack up the family 
and head for Texas come vacation time. 
Just to make sure they don’t get lost, a 
special recreation map of Texas was 
prepared with the help of the Highway 
Department to accompany the Texas va- 


cation issue. 


Goreme John Connally, whose “Wel- 
come to Texas” leads a parade of 14 
articles on the Lone Star State, gave 
formal recognition to the special issue 
at a reception at the City Club in Dallas 
on October 6. He presented to Clarence 
H. Dykeman, Ford Motor Company 
publications manager and editor-in-chief 
of Ford Times, a scroll bearing a joint 
resolution signed by the governor and 


by members of the State Highway Com- 


mission. In return, Governor Connally 


accepted from Mr. Dykeman the orig- 
inal watercolor used on the cover of the 
special issue. 


The resolution noted that the Novem- 
ber issue is devoted entirely to “The 
scenic, recreational, and historic attrac- 
tions of the state of Texas,” and that it 
“additionally published a large Texas 
recreational map depicting the state’s 
many points of interest.” The resolution 
also pointed out that “The Texas High- 
way Department was privileged to co- 
operate and work with the Ford Times 
in developing said recreational map and 
special edition.” Appreciation was ex- 
pressed to “C. H. Dykeman and his staff 
and to the host of Texas Ford dealers 
whose support and enthusiasm for the 
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special Ford Times Texas edition con- 
tributed so much to its production.” 
The watercolor by Warren Hunter on 
the front cover of the issue, showing a 
lake scene in the Texas hill country, 
should help immeasurably to refute the 


misconception that Texas’ landscape 
consists solely of sage brush and oil 
wells. Other art work and photography 
depict bluebonnets and old missions, 


modern highways and dog swapping, 


Big Bend and Padre Island. 


if 64 pages of stories and art are 
not confined entirely to better-known 
tourist attractions, but also describe 
such events and places as a Central 
Texas horse show, the Texas Panhandle 
and the Big Thicket. 

Among prominent Texas authors who 
wrote articles for the edition are the 
late J. Frank Dobie, John Graves, Frank 
Tolbert, Mary Lasswell, Margaret Cous- 
ins and Archer Fullingim. Titles include 
“Texas From Your Car Window,” 
“Cattlemen of Old Texas,” “The Wild 
Charm of Padre Island,” and “Spanish 
Missions to Modern Shrines.” 

“Take Your Choice of Cities,” written 
by Richard Pierce, Travel and Informa- 
tion Division of the Highway Depart- 
ment, describes each of the cities of more 


than 100,000 population in Texas. There 
are an even dozen of these metropolitan 
areas, more than in any other state. 


(Co Connally suggests in his in- 
troductory article that variety may be 
Texas’ foremost attraction for the visitor. 
“If it were an average-size state, for in- 
stance, its 4,500 square miles of inland 
water would immediately suggest a 
‘water wonderland,’ or a ‘land of lakes’ 
as advertised by some of our sister 
states. Only Alaska, of all the 50 states, 
has a greater volume of inland water. 
Or, our 600-mile coastline would fix 
a firm image of a seacoast state of 
sparkling beaches and deep-sea fishing. 

“Put our 35 million acres of wood- 
land in a smaller state and Texas would 
be described as a heavily-forested region, 
highly rewarding to those who enjoy 
endless miles of fragrant pine woods. 
These forests would cover virtually all 
of New England. 

“An average-size state with the moun- 
tains of Texas would be regarded as an 
alpine area. The southern reaches of 
the Rocky Mountains extend into the 
vast area west of the Pecos River and 
they include 90 peaks over a mile high. 


“Fix our subtropical Rio Grande Val- 
ley in a state of average proportions and 
the visitor would think of the land as 
one of the most unusual of all the states 
—rich in citrus groves, palm-lined ave- 
nues and palmetto thickets. Again, the 
immense Texas plains country is a state 
unto itself, a land of big ranches and 
some of the most fertile cotton and 
wheat farms in the world. 

“Finally, place our 22 metropolitan 
areas in a smaller state and people would 
talk of ‘urban Texas.’ Of the nation’s 
15 largest cities, three are in Texas— 
Houston, Dallas, and San Antonio.” 


lhe is compiled in this Special Texas 
Vacation Issue of Ford Times informa- 
tion about the state that even native 
Texans may not have known. Thanks for 
this issue should go to the Ford dealers 
of Texas, who sponsored it, and to two 
of them in particular: Bob Armstrong 
of Austin and J. H. Kultgen of Waco, 
a member of the Texas Highway Com- 
mission. They conceived the idea of the 
feature issue and with persuasive assist- 
ance from Governor Connally and State 
Highway Engineer D. C. Greer, 
vinced the publishers of Ford Times to 


con- 


make it a reality. Mf 


voices 


ROADS 


Scorn not the narrow winding roads 
that do not travel true — 
the ones that were not engineered — 
like Topsy, they just grew. 
The Base is weak, alignment poor, 
the roadbed has no crown; 
sight distance is inadequate, 
steep grades go up and down, 
Some started out as Indian trails 
and wander aimlessly, 
but still in their own humble way 
they serve humanity. 
Scorn not the narrow crooked roads — 
one led to Bethlehem; 
and boughs were spread on such a 
road 
outside Jerusalem. 


—Virginia Highway Bulletin, 


Buckle up for Takeoff 


From the Highway User we learn of 
a Baton Rouge man, Hubert L. Newman, 
Sr., who has 
people fasten their seat belts before 
starting out in a car. His invention re- 
quires that belts be hooked before the 
ignition will work. Then once the car is 


invented a way to make 


in motion, both driver and passengers 


have the tendency to leave the belts 
fastened. If they do unhook them, it 
has no effect on the motor. Newman, 
who has a patent pending on the de- 
vice, worked on it for the past I3 years 


ins 
ncen 


his son and a passenger were killed 


when they were thrown from their car 


In @ Wreck. 


the new, the novel, the unique in highways 


Beep! Bong! Clunk! 


All hob breaks loose if a motorist 
enters an exit ramp on a freeway strip 
in California, reports the Los Angeles 
Times. 

A klaxon horn sounds.-A bell clangs. 
And a sign lights up to warn: "Danger! 
You Are Going the Wrong Way!” 

The tintinabulating warning system is 
being tested on the freeway exit ramp 
following studies indicating a high per- 
centage of freeway collisions occur when 
drivers somehow enter expressways back- 
wards. 


The Welded Bridge 


The welded steel design of a bascule 
bridge by Edward R. Estes, Florida Steel 
Corporation, and James E. Sawyer of 
the J. E. Greiner Company, both of Tam- 
pa, Florida, took the Third Award of 
$3,500 in the 1964 James F. Lincoln 
Arc Welding Foundation Design Awards. 
The weight and cost advantage pro- 
duced by welded design and shop fab- 
rication using modern production and 
welding methods has changed state spec- 
ifications and design practices, and re- 


turned the bascule bridge to Florida. 

The 1964 awards also signal a break 
with traditional bridge design. Two 
welded orthotropic steel deck bridge 
designs were selected to receive Sixth 
Awards of $1,000. One proved that an 
orthotropic steel deck bridge would re- 
duce superstructure dead load weight 
by 64 per cent, shorten erection time 
one month and lower in-place cost 13 
per cent over a continuous, haunched, 
welded steel, plate girder bridge. 

Other bridge awards included a Fifth 
of $3,500 to the 700 foot steel arch de- 
sign of Marvin Allen Shulman, Bridge 
Division of the California Department of 
Highways, that saved 22 per cent in the 
approximately $2 million cost. 

First prize for 1964 was awarded for 
the ''Bowmooring Pylon'' design of 
Clemence L. Cameron, Jr., Vincent S. 
Fox and Edwin J. Quirin of Frederic R. 
Harris, Inc. of New York. Their solution 
to a previously unsolvable problem pro- 
vides offshore docking facilities for oil 
tankers where coastal terrain makes it im- 
practical to erect onshore facilities. The 
135 foot tall, 120 foot diameter welded 


The welded bascule bridge designed by Edward R. Estes, Florida Steel Corporation 
and James E. Sawyer, the J. E. Greiner Company, both of Tampa, Florida, received 
the Third Award in the Lincoln Foundation Design Competition for 1964. 


steel structure is anchored in 97 feet of 
water. The tubular members, selected 
for their low drag coefficient, can with- 
stand 40 foot storm waves. 

The Lincoln Foundation Awards are 
presented annually to those structural 
designs that best demonstrate progress 
made through the use of arc welded 
steel to create savings in time and ma- 
terial, lower cost, and improve the ap- 
pearance and function of structures. 


The Highest Bridge 

Europe's highest bridge, the Europa- 
brucke (Europa Bridge), opened last 
year, forming a strategic link in Europe's 
north-south communications on the Auto- 
bahn that will eventually join southern 
Germany with Italy's Autostrada del 
Sole. 

Located about five miles south of 
Innsbruck, capital of the Austrian Tyrol, 
the bridge is termed the world's highest 
pillar-supported bridge. Straddling the 
Wipptal Valley and Sill River gorge, at 
its highest point it is 623 feet above the 
valley. The bridge is 2,673 feet long and 
is supported by five reinforced steel and 
concrete pylons. The main pier is 600 
feet high. 

With such heights to contend with, 
the Austrian 
that did the major portion of the work 
were able to use freestanding scattold- 


construction companies 


ing only on the approaches. The remain- 
ing structural parts were cantilevered out 
from each end, meeting in the center of 
the bridge. The exact meeting point 
was 322 feet from each end. The struc- 
ture is a six-span steel bow girder with 
orthotropic plate deck. The bridge has 
six traffic lanes and a walkway on either 
side. 

Varying conditions forced an individ- 
ual design for each foundation. One pier 
rests on twin elliptical concrete footings 
cast in rock pits. An elliptical shape was 
chosen to conform to the pier design 
and because of the need for high shear- 
ing resistance in the rock deposit. The 
tallest pier rests on a three-compart- 
ment, hollow-box foundation that in turn 
rests on a layer of compact gravel over: 


lying rock. 


The foundations of two piers comprise 


va 
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Photograph courtesy of World Highways. 


Austria's towering Europa Bridge. After four and a half years, this important link 
in the Autobahn connecting southern Germany and Italy's Po Valley is complete. 


a reinforced concrete box supported by 
eight concrete caissons. The four cais- 
sons on the up-slope side are vertical; 
the four on the valley side are battered 
to provide stability against sliding down 
the slope. 

The fifth pier is founded on co 
gravel. The foundation comprises six 
hollow box sections placed side by side 

f one anoth 


and pyramided on top o 


High winds in the area made neces- 


sary wind tunnel tests and specia 


tural features. The effect of winds on 
traffic was also investigated thoroughl 
Seeming almost to float between two 


mountainsides, the bridge's design wa 
chosen with considerable care from an 
aesthetic as well as a te stand- 
point. Because of ze an eight 
authorities had to take effect on the 
breathtaking Alpine landscape into con- 
sideration. Since all the structure is be- 
eath the roadbed, mc q 
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On THE NIGHT of September 19 
approximately 17 inches of rain fell in 
the Nueces River Canyon area northeast 
of Brackettville in Kinney County. The 
“oulley washer” almost equaled the 
yearly average rainfall for the area. 

It was the beginning of downpours 
that were to continue for a week, strand- 
ing farmers and ranchers, forcing an es- 
timated 4,000 residents from their homes 
near the Rio Grande, and closing a score 
of highways in an eight-county area in 
District 22. 

The International Bridge between Del 
Rio and Ciudad Acuna was closed for 
almost four days during the week. Flood 
stage at the bridge is 16 feet. The river 
rose to almost 28 feet. In a three-day 
period helicopters from Laughlin Air 
Force Base rescued 22 persons stranded 
by the flood waters. 

On the second day of the deluge, the 
Del Rio News-Herald wrote: 

“Traffic was closed on Highway 90 
East by the flooding of Mud Creek, 
Sycamore and the Pinto but was open 
to traffic Sunday night after the High- 
way Department had hauled in dirt to 
reinforce the fill at the Pinto, where the 
waters had roared over the bridge Sun- 
day. 

“Also closed Sunday was Highway 
277 South at the Sycamore Creek, which 
spread more than a mile and a half and 


The roadside park on U. S. 90 five miles 
west of Brackettville was covered with debris 
during flooding at Pinto Creek from 
September 19 through September 27. 
The highway was closed at Pinto Creek 
until the flood waters subsided. 


R. M. 2523 was almost complete when 
the rains came. Project manager H. Q. 
Haile, Norman Larson Construction 
Company, inspects the damage. 


roared more than 20 feet above the con- 
crete highway bridge there. It was open 
to traffic at 8 a.m. today.” 

Rising waters on the first weekend 
caused one ranch woman to use her ini- 
tiative. The woman sent her visiting six- 
year old grandson on horseback to a 
nearby ranch which had access to a 


Ten to seventeen inches of rain on the Sycamore Creek watershed on September 
19 caused flood waters to reach to the bottom of the caps on this U. S. Highway 
90 bridge at Sycamore Creek 12 miles east of De! Rio. Picture above was taken 
a week later after only seven inches of rain had fallen the night before. 


highway. The boy’s mother was able to 
drive out from town and return her son 
to Del Rio in time for school on Monday. 

Dan St. Clair, a resident of Quemado 
Valley, said he’d planned to plant a 
small patch of roasting ears but it had 
rained so much he thought maybe he’d 
better plant rice instead. 


At the Mud Creek bridge on U. S. 90 in Kinney County, drift completely blocked 
the waterway, causing water to overflow and block traffic on the highway. 


“The heaviest rains occurred in the 
Del Rio area,” District Engineer C. N. 
Parsons said. “Some ranchers reported 
a total of more than 30 inches during 
the week.” 

“We had very little serious damage 
done to any of our principal highways,” 
Parsons added. “The highways that were 
closed were passable almost immediately 
after high waters subsided. The most 
serious damage was done to our farm 
to market roads, and it will take some 


time to place them in good repair.” @ 


Freeway 
Surveillance 
Study 


F. W. Brown, 
Senior Resident Engineer 
District 12, Houston 


Soneae a Texan’s reactions 
to attempts to change his habits are 
startling in their similarity with explo- 
sions. Try to make plans to change sev- 
eral thousand Texans’ driving habits for 
several days and you have a problem. 

When you block an entrance ramp to 
a perfectly good freeway and tell a 
bunch of Texans they have to use side 
streets to get to work so that other peo- 
ple on the freeway can get to work quick- 
er, potentially you have a nuclear ex- 
plosion on your hands. That is, unless 
you handle it in the manner used re- 
cently on the Gulf Freeway leading into 
Houston. 

The necessity for rerouting inbound 
traffic covers only a part of a study 
recently conducted by the City of Hous- 
ton, Bureau of Public Roads, Texas 
Transportation Institute at Texas A&M, 
and the Texas Highway Department. 
The study, in part, was to determine 
whether metering would have an effect 
on reducing the breakdown in a free- 
ways ability to operate at its capacity. 
This occurs when too many motorists 


18 


AFFIC SURVEY | 
AHEAD 
PLEASE STOP 


try to occupy the same section of free- 
way at about the same time. Only a 
few too many above the optimum will 
cause thousands of vehicles to be de- 
layed and forced into stop-and-start op- 
erations. This condition lowers the free- 
way capacity and magnifies the problem. 

We believe the answer to the problem 
may lie in controlling the number of 
vehicles entering the freeway by meter- 
ing the vehicles coming on the inbound 
ramps. 


Beginning in August, the first step in 
the overall study involving methods of 
freeway surveillance was initiated. 

We closed four inbound ramps and 
metered a fifth one. We continued the 
study for 10 days and not one Texan 
blew his top. However, one did simmer 
a little. 

The lack of known complaints resulted 
from a well-planned program of driver 
communication which included signing, 
handouts, and news releases. 
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Signs were erected at the ramp one 
week prior to the beginning of the study. 
The dates and times the ramps would be 
closed were indicated. 

Printed notices were issued to the 
motorists one week and one day before 
the study began, listing times the ramps 
would be closed or metered, and suggest- 
ing possible alternate routes. 

Radio, television, and newspaper me- 
dia cooperated wholeheartedly, begin- 
ning two weeks prior to the starting date. 


Credit for success of the study must go 
to the news media for explaining the 
situation to the public. Pictures of the 
control points were in the daily papers. 
Television stations showed film strips of 
the traffic on their newscasts. 

While all the data have not yet been 
analyzed, it is estimated that motorists 
who got to use the freeway, and were 
not required to use a side street, were 
able to reach their destination about 20 
per cent sooner. 


A Houston 

policeman meters traffic 

onto the Gulf Freeway between 
Calhoun and Lombardy streets 
as part of a long range 

study for capacity 

operation on the 

freeway. 


Bids were taken in November on a 
24-camera closed circuit television sys- 
tem which will monitor the traffic opera- 
tions on a 6.4-mile section of the Gulf 
Freeway from Dowling Street to Broad- 
way in Houston. Installation of the tele- 
vision system is another step in the free- 
way surveillance project that will lead to 
improvements of the overloaded freeway. 

Engineers envision that someday there 
will be a master control board manned 
by a traffic specialist and a representa- 
tive of the law enforcement agencies. 
The control board will have television 
screens that will make possible contin- 
uous visual surveillance of the freeway. 
Data processing equipment receiving in- 
formation from sensory equipment from 
various control points and traffic lanes 
will automatically meter traffic coming 
on the freeway and then guide it to an 
optimum speed for a maximum utiliza- 
tion of the freeway. 

When this comes to pass, opponents 
of automation will be able to get to 
their offices faster to have more time 
to write against its evils. @ 


New Insurance Program for 


TPEA Members 


Arrer more than two years of intensive study, the 
Texas Public Employees Association is presenting its mem- 
bers with a new group insurance plan effective January 1, 
1965. 

For the first time a major medical plan will be offered 
TPEA members. 

W. P. Watts, executive director of TPEA, said the asso- 
ciation authorized study for a new plan more than two years 
ago when hospitalization benefits proved inadequate for 
members and premiums did not support the old plan. 

Will Knox, former chief examiner for the Texas Insurance 
Board for 18 years, was hired to research and to help write 
a permanent insurance program for TPEA. Knox instituted 
four major steps to revamp the old program. He wrote the 
10 largest insurance companies in the United States and 
asked for their recommendations. At the same time Watts 
wrote the other 49 states to check on their public employe 
insurance programs. Questionnaires went out to personnel 
directors of all state agencies asking what they thought 
public employes would like in a group insurance plan; 
questionnaires also went to all TPEA officers. Ten thousand 
additional questionnaires were sent to chapter officers for 
distribution among all employes who were not carrying the 
association’s insurance. 

Knox built the new program on results obtained from 
the questionnaires. 

The new insurance policy is designed to attract younger 
members who are not presently insured. The policy reduces 
the amount of life insurance each person must carry and 
also reduces the premiums. If a member is now carrying 


more life insurance than the new program calls for, he may 


continue it. The new rates have been adjusted upward so 
that older members are paying a more equitable share. 

Twenty-one insurance companies qualified but only two 
of them submitted bids. The Republic National Life Insur- 
ance Company of Dallas was low bidder. The association’s 
specifications were written so that 9214 per cent of gross 
premiums must be paid in claims or put into a trust fund 
for the benefit of those insured. 

There are approximately 40,000 state employes today 
and about 25,000 of them belong to the Texas Public Em- 
ployees Association. 

Following is an outline of the adopted insurance program. 


FOREWORD 


We have adopted a new group insurance package plan 
to be effective January 1, 1965. On and after this date it 
will be necessary that new members be insured under the 
complete package plan. 


@ Those active members who are insured for life and/or 
accidental death and dismemberment only will be in- 
sured for life and accidental death and dismember- 
ment benefits. 


@ Those active members who are insured for any bene- 
fit other than life and accidental death and dismem- 
berment will be insured under the complete new pack- 
age plan which provides life and accidental death and 
dismemberment benefits for them and basic hospital, 
surgical, medical and major medical expense benefits 
for them and their eligible dependents if their eligible 
dependents are now insured. 


@ Those retired members who are insured for life and/or 
hospital-surgical benefits will be insured under the 
new plan for the same type of benefits they now have. 


Any questions you may have concerning the new plan 
may be directed either to Republic National Life Insurance 
Company, P.O. Box 6210, Dallas, 22, Texas or Texas 
Public Employees Association, Drawer V, Capitol Station, 
Austin. 


WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 


@ All active employe members who are insured under 
the present plan on December 31, 1964. 


@ All retired employe members who are insured under 
the present plan on December 31, 1964 are eligible 
for life and/or hospital-surgical benefits if they are 
now insured for these benefits. 


@ All active employe members who are not insured under 
the present plan and who are under age 60. 


NOTE: Active employes who are not members of 
TPEA may become eligible under the same 
conditions outlined above by joining TPEA 
prior to February 1, 1965. 


@ An employe member’s spouse and unmarried children 
at least 10 days of age but under 19 years of age become 
eligible as dependents on the same day as the employe 
member becomes eligible. No person may be covered 
as both an employe member and a dependent and no 
person may be covered as a dependent of more than 
one employe member. 


@ An employe member’s unmarried children who are 
19 years of age, but less than age 25 years. 


LIFE INSURANCE AND ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
AND DISMEMBERMENT INSURANCE SCHEDULE 


AMOUNT OF LIFE 


MONTHLY SALARY AND A.D.&D. 
Under Age 65 
Age 65 and Over 
Lone GaUh PAC ap PAO rte, feet, one $1,000 
$200 but less than $300........ SOOO Remiaeekee tte 1,500 
$300 but less than $400........ AM OU, odd canes 2,000 
$400 but less than $500........ SOOO mee var 2,500 
$500 but less than $600........ EO erties oscars 3,500 
$600 but less than $700........ BIOS. 6 ores 4,000 
$700 but less than $800........ OP00 Semeeer cc. 4,500 
Ott ee ORCC De smear cas rn arter 5,000 


Accidental death and dismemberment coverage is now 
extended to include airplane travel. 


Option to all persons insured on December 31, 1964: 


During the initial enrollment period only, you have the 
option of retaining the amount of coverage in the salary 
classification schedule below. 


AMOUNT OF LIFE 


MONTHLY SALARY AND A.D.&D. 
Under Age 65 
Age 65 and Over 
Lege Rat ee OU sce cane ee tee ses 2.000 ae ore 2 $1,500 
$100 but less than $200........ SIN UD Eeap arspe pry a 2,000 
$200 but less than $275........ SL, Uap gral 3,000 
$275 but less than $333.34..... ON eerie toetee 3,500 
$333.34 but less than $416.67.... 8,000.......... 4,000 
SITG6-G 0 and uver........->-+-.. LO‘O00 See 5,000 


During the initial enrollment period only, those insured 
members (active and retired) age 65 and over have the 
option of taking the amount of life insurance shown in the 
proper salary classification schedule above or taking a 
level $1,000. Those active insured members who reach age 
65 in the future will also have this option within 31 days 
after reaching age 65. 

Present retired insured members who are less than age 
65 have the option, during the initial enrollment period only, 
of taking the amount of life insurance shown in the proper 
salary classification schedule above for age 65 and over 
or taking a level $1,000. Those insured members who retire 
in the future prior to age 65 will also have this option within 
31 days after retirement. 

AD&D terminates at age 65 or at retirement, whichever 
occurs first. 


MONTHLY PREMIUM RATES PER $1,000 
FOR LIFE AND A.D. & D. 


ACTIVE RETIRED 
Attained Attained Attained 
Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate 


Up to 25 $ .40 
25 thru 29 45 
30 thru 34 bE 
35 thru 39 65 
40 thru 44 80 


45 thru 49 $1.00 
50 thru 54 1.35 
55 thru 59 1.90 
*60 thru 64 2.50 
65 and over 3.00 


Less than age 65 $2.75 
Age 65 and over 3.00 


*Present insured members who are age 60 but less than 
age 65 have the option during the initial enrollment period 
only of taking 75 per cent of the amount of insurance in 
the proper salary classification schedule. Those insured 
members who reach age 60 in the future also have the 
option within 31 days after reaching age 60. 
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BASIC HOSPITAL, SURGICAL, MEDICAL, 
PREGNANCY AND MAJOR MEDICAL 
EXPENSE BENEFITS FOR ACTIVE EMPLOYE 
MEMBERS AND THEIR DEPENDENTS 


TYPE OF BENEFIT AMOUNT OF BENEFIT 
Hospital expense 
Daily-room and-board) limit =... ana tens ee $12 
Aggregate limit (room and board)........... 372 
Miscellaneous charges limit.................. 240 
Surgical expense—scheduled—up to............ 300 


Professional anesthetist expense—scheduled—up to. .60 
(20 per cent of the surgical allowance for the 
particular operation) 


Physician’s visits (in hospital) daily limit......... 4 
Aggregate. limit. [22209 sca avin ee eee 124 
Supplemental accident expense—up to............ 50 


(Payable only if no other claim is made 
for this injury) 


Pregnancy expense 


Hospital’ 2. sca ser aetels ote te ent nae 100 
Obstetrical 
Normal. delivery... cc\fays ctets seusaipaie lteter 79 
Surgical Caesarean section)... eee 150 
Ectopic pregnancy a...mhit: ders ae 150 
Miscarriage: :.1. «5 s.00) eee tee eee 37.50 


Major medical expense 
Over-allfimaximum eee eerie 10,000 
(Subject to reinstatement provision) 
Coinsurance’ 214.4 <0: sce ole Sian ate ene eee 80% 
Maximum room allowance counted as 
covered expense—up t0.........+eseeccescees 20 
Corridor deductible per calendar year in excess 
of basic benefits 
Per insured person: 3. 250.<- ere eee 100 
Per insured ‘family... oeii- sete ee 300 
In addition, the package plan includes $1,000 accidental 
death and dismemberment benefit for insured dependents. 


EXTENSION OF HOSPITAL, MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
BENEFITS NOW COVERED IN THE OLD PLAN 


@ Employes insured under the old plan and pregnant on 
December 31, 1964, will be covered for the maternity bene- 
fits in effect under the old plan, and none other. 


@ Dependent wives will be provided maternity benefits 


under the old plan, and none other, if their husband had 
them insured as a dependent prior to April 1, 1964. 
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@ Any insured person in the hospital on December 31, 
1964, will be provided with coverage under the old plan, 
and none other until they are released from the hospital. 


MONTHLY PREMIUM RATES 


Employe, only ccnw > on «oo 2 5 eee $7.00 
Employe and spouse... .... «o<.... +0. een 15.00 
Employe and.children......... ..% se 10.75 
Employe and family... .2.%...... ae deen 18.75 
Sponsored dependent............6 «90 neeta 3.13 


HOSPITAL AND SURGICAL EXPENSE BENEFITS 
FOR RETIRED MEMBERS AND THEIR 
DEPENDENTS 


TYPE OF BENEFIT AMOUNT OF BENEFIT 


Hospital expense 


Daily room and board limit... .°...+.. ss ssa $12 
Aggregate limit (room and board)......... Siz 
Miscellaneous charges limit...............-0: 160 
Surgical expense—scheduled—up to............. 200 


Professional anesthetist expense—scheduled—up to. . 40 
(20 per cent of the surgical allowance for the 
particular operation) 


Twelve months limitation on hospitalization 

The maximum amount of hospital expense benefits set 
out above is the maximum amount payable within any 12 
months period for all hospital confinements within the 
period due to the same or a related cause. 

Successive hospital confinements due to unrelated causes 
shall be considered a new confinement, provided this 
confinement occurs 60 days or more after the last hospital 
confinement. 

The 12-month period shall begin with the first day of 


hospital confinement. 


EXTENSION OF HOSPITAL, MEDICAL AND 
SURGICAL BENEFITS NOW COVERED IN 
THE OLD PLAN 


Any insured person in the hospital on December 31, 1964, 
will be provided with coverage under the old plan, and 
none other until they are released from the hospital. 


MONTHLY PREMIUM RATES 


Retiree only. . <a ay sc =i sere eee $ 6.00 
Retiree and spouses, ...- 9.2) Gee eee 12.00 
Retiree and childrens... see 9.00 
Retiree and family’... oo 15.00 
Sponsored. dependents... .. 01 -= ewer 3.00 


PARTNERS 


FOR PROGRESS 


A LOUD BANG and a bright orange blast signaled the 
end of controversy and the start of construction on the 
Kelly Air Force Base access road. The 1.7-mile road will 
link the huge military installation in San Antonio with the 
new U. S. Highway 90 West expressway now under con- 
struction. 

The long-awaited, widely debated project thus had its 
beginning on September 21, when city, state, chamber of 
commerce and Kelly Air Force Base representatives staged 
unique ceremonies before 500 visitors. Highway Commission 
Chairman Herbert C. Petry Jr., Major General W. T. Hud- 
nell, San Antonio Mayor W. W. McAllister, and Chamber 
of Commerce President Conway C. Craig combined forces 
to push an oversized plunger, detonating a simulated missile 
nose cone and launching the $3 million road building 
project. Serving as master of ceremonies was Howard 
Murphy, first vice-president of the chamber of commerce, 
who was instrumental in passage of the city bond issue 
election in 1961. 

The air base road is a $3,199,654 attempt to improve 
transportation facilities for the community’s largest em- 
ployer. About two thirds of the cost will be borne by the 
City of San Antonio and the balance is pledged by the 
Texas Highway Department. The City of San Antonio paid 
$1.1 million for the right of way and has budgeted $600,000 
for construction. 


All set for the countdown are four "Partners in Progress." 
The oversized plunger set to detonate a simulated missile 
nose cone is manned by (left to right) Herbert C. Petry, Jr., 
Chairman of the Texas Highway Commission; Maj. Gen. 


A bond issue for the project was voted down by the 
community in August 1960. General Hudnell, Commander 
of the San Antonio Air Materiel Area at Kelly Air Force 
Base, is recognized as the prime mover in the resubmission 
of the bond issue and its subsequent passage by a more than 
five to one margin in 1961. 

A six-lane thoroughfare, the access road has been a 
conference topic among military and civilian authorities 
for more than five years. Killian-House Company holds the 
construction contract. 

At the groundbreaking ceremonies, Mayor McAllister 
told the gathering that he was against resubmitting the bond 
issue after its first defeat, “but that was before General Hud- 
nell addressed the city council! General Hudnell told us 
how important it was, and the people responded with an 
overwhelming approval.” 

Commissioner Petry also praised General Hudnell, not- 
ing that he provided the inspiration which led to the ap- 
proval of funds by the Texas Highway Commission. 

In responding, General Hudnell said, “This is a great 
day for Kelly Air Force Base, but the entire city will share 
in this project. It took the cooperation of many people to 
make this event a reality and really proves that Kelly and 
San Antonio are ‘Partners in Progress.’ 

“Looking into the future of Kelly and San Antonio, this 
may turn out to be the best investment ever made.” 


W. T. Hudnell, SAAMA commander; San Antonio Mayor 
Walter W. McAllister, and Conway C. Craig, President 
of the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce. 
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Strong Criticism 


Corpus Christi Caller, a reader com- 
ments—''Whoever 
State 
been around for very long and surely 
has not seen very much of other states. 

"Ninety-two per cent of our tax dol- 


tine 
Highway Department has not 


criticizes our 


lars is returned to us in the form of new 
road road maintenance 
and protection (Highway Patrol). Less 


than 8 per cent is used to cover admin- 


construction, 


istrative expenses. Our highway depart- 
ment personnel, rank and file, are the 
finest people your tax dollars can afford. 
As a matter of fact, most of them are 
worth far more than they are paid... . 
There is something wrong with our Texas 
Highway Department: The salaries are 
way too low." 


IH. 20 Link 


Dallas Morning News, thanktully— 
"Dallas, Fort Worth and their booming 
metropolitan areas are gratified by the 
decision of the U. S. Bureau of Public 
Roads to build the IH 20 freeway link 
between the two cities. The route chosen 
meets widespread approval. 

Paralleling Federal Highway 80 a 
few miles to the south, it will connect 
Dallas County freeways in the vicinity 
of Duncanville with IH Loop 820 in Fort 
Worth. State Highway Engineer D. C. 
Greer and members of the Highway 
Commission at Austin urged this routing, 
backed by local communities in Dallas 
and Tarrant Counties. 

"As spokesman for the Washington 
age ncy that will pay 90 per cent of the 
34,000,000 Federal 
vay Administrator Rex Whitton an- 


estimated cost, 


Fun Leoved Wires: | 


i 
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nounced: the route selection and _indi- 
cated that it will be completed before 
een & 

"Particularly wise was the judgment 
not to rely on the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Toll Road as the vital 30-mile link be- 
tween the two cities. Both the turnpike 
and the new freeway running south of 
Grand Prairie and Arlington will be 
needed to carry the substantial increase 
of metropolitan traffic now looming 
ahead for the area." 


Highway Beautiful 


Cherokee County Banner, reports— 
"Already opened to traffic, and soon 
to have its official dedication, is another 
link in Highway 69, one of the most 
scenic roads in Texas. Completed from 
Rusk to Alto, this means a divided high- 
way, generally with a wide median strip 
for grass, all the way from Jacksonville 
ioe thtoly sa 

"This is one of the finest strips of high- 
way in Texas, in many ways superior to 
roads which often 
sacrifice views of the scenery. Cherokee 
County people can take great pride in 
the road. A drive from Tyler to Lufkin 
is now one of the best roads in the state 
not only for its divided lanes a part of 
the way, but also for its view of the pine 
woods, the rolling hills, the color of 
autumn, the blossoms of spring, the 
vegetation of summer and the ever- 
greens of winter." 


the new interstate 


Good Roads Essential 


Lockhart Post-Register, on highways— 
Texas highways are among the best in 
the nation, if not the best, a tribute to 
the Legislature and to the Texas High- 
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way Department, and to the Texas Good 
Roads Association. 

"Ask any motorist who travels the 
length and breadth of the nation by 
car or bus and he'll probably agree. 
Visitors from out of state can always 
agree that our highways are one of the 
state's assets. Even the farm to market 
road system in this state is better than 
highway in some other states. 

"This did not take place overnight or 
by accident. The Legislature was far- 
sighted enough to set up the highway 
department so that it could operate 
without too much outside pressure. The 
men chosen to head the department 
were men who knew what was needed 
and they have continued to improve the 
highways and bypaths with the coopera- 
tion of the county commissioners’ courts, 
Good Roads Association, civic clubs and 
others who help in publicizing the needs 
of the department. .. . 

"Let us salute the Texas Highway De- 
partment for its part in making our high- 
ways among the best in the world." 


The Longest Road 
Wells 
"Many people living in towns and on 
ranches and farms along U. S. Highway 
281 probably do not realize they are 


Mineral Index points out— 


living on the longest paved road in the 
western hemisphere, according to Leland 
Johnson, of Pharr, president of U. S. 
Highway 281 Assn. state segment. 
"U.S. 281 and Continental 281 con- 
at the Pharr-McAllen-Reynosa, 
Mexico, port of entry to Mexico. This 


verge 


junction makes an international highway 
from Canada to Mexico City, the long- 
est continuous road in this hemisphere." 
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; 40 Years District 11 

: District 13 Thomas W. Hamby, Skilled Laborer 
| , Anton S. Fritsch, Maintenance Construction Foreman III District 13 
a. District 21 Robert Gentry, Inspector IIT 
| | Jose Costley, Skilled Laborer District 22 
i Clarence G. Campbell, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 
7 35 Years Charles R. Heine, Skilled Laborer 

{ 

‘ District 9 

Joseph T. Brown, Supervising Resident Engineer 25 Years 

1 District 17 Materials and Tests Division 

| Hosea W. Ely, Maintenance Construction Foreman III Earl B. Faulk, Inspector II 

i Aatat 

District 22 District 5 
' F Chester N. Parsons, District Engineer Tom S. Gates, Inspector III 
| : District 6 
it - 30 Years Bertram N. Peeples, Supervising Designing Engineer 
1h Construction Division District 21 
. ; Viola M. Owen, Clerical Supervisor IV Quintin Gutierrez, Skilled Laborer 
| District 3 District 22 

Alaric D. January, Senior Resident Engineer Joseph L. Salvatierra, Skilled Laborer 
District 9 District 25 
Bill B. Popejoy, Inspector III Albert B. Johnson, Jr., Maintenance Construction Foreman III 
Equipment and Procurement Division Joseph E. Reuter, Engineering Aide IV 
Terrell L. Hickman, Machinist Claude Riney, Supervising Resident Engineer 


Ross A. Scott, Maintenance Construction Superintendent 


Right of Way Division 


Leah Moncure, Associate Title Engineer District 13 
es Ben A. DeHarde, Skilled Laborer 
District 2 : Henry M. Heil, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
Edward E. Chapman, Skilled Laborer Collis H. Vaughan, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 

District 3 ; District 14 

John L. Biggerstaff, Semi-Skilled Laborer Benjamin W. Kunz, Skilled Laborer 

Robert O. Plummer, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 

Jess W. Reed, Skilled Laborer District 15 


Ysidro F. Ortiz, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
EMP py: Philip R. Wright. Warehouse Supervisor 
District 4 : 


Kalman J. Nagy, Engineering Aide IV District 16 
District 5 Agustin Garcia, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
BartG M. G. Yoes. Senior Resident Engineer 
Ray Sherrod, Maintenance Construction Foreman III aca Mieke Jeep 
District 17 
| eer Leslie W. McGuyer, Skilled Laborer* 
Owen L. Jackson, Inspector III ; 
tee District 18 
2 Disiet 7 Odie G. Scott, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
Wat Russell, Semi-Skilled Laborer pe ee te ST T ehorer 
District 10 William C. Whittenburg. Semi-Skilled Laborer 
| Horace E. West, Skilled Laborer District 20 
District |] Dallas Young, Skilled Laborer 
| Sherrill E. Conner, Semi-Skilled Laborer District 24 
William C. Register, Skilled Laborer Pablo P. Carbajal, Skilled Laborer 


District 12 Abby Roberts, Secretary IT] 


Thomas M. Miller, Chief Marine Engineer District 25 
William Af Moore. Inspector II John A. McGee. Skilled Laborer 
Joseph cx Pow ers; Skilled Laborer 
Herman H. Rankin, Skilled Laborer * Deceased, 2 months after retirement 
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Russell Reeb, Engineering Assistant | 
District 16, Corpus Christi 


Tue DAVIS DRIVE and State 
Highway 358 intersection in Corpus 
Christi has engineers prescribing brand 
new “medicine” in an effort to cure its 
high frequency of right-angle accidents. 

Can you picture this? Two lanes of 
one-way traffic westbound on Davis 
Drive (1,424 vehicles in 12 hours) inter- 
secting two lanes of one-way traffic 
northbound on State Highway 358 
(2,019 vehicles during 12 hours). State 
Highway 358 has the majority of traffic 


since it feeds into the south gate of the 
U. S. Naval Air Station, while Davis 
Drive leads to Padre Island. The prob- 
lem is to get S. H. 358 traffic safely 
across the intersection without being hit 
by westbound traffic from Padre. 
After exhausting tried and proved 
techniques for solving intersection ac- 
cident problems with little success, engi- 
neers have installed Texas’ first “Rumble 
Strip.” “Rumble Strips” have been used 
in other states near dangerous intersec- 


tions with good results. However, they 
are considered a drastic remedy and are 
prescribed only when all else fails. 

In 1960 the intersection was channel- 
ized with standard “yield” signs placed 
in westbound lanes. Six right-angle ac- 
cidents occurred at the intersection in 
the following six months. In an effort 
to alert drivers to the dangerous inter- 
section, district engineers erected over- 
sized signs. However, they had no effect 
on the high accident rate. 

An investigation showed the majority 
of drivers involved were strangers to 
the area and that the accidents were oc- 
curring on weekends and_ holidays. 
Armed with this information, engineers 
began exploring the possibility that day- 
dreaming and highway hypnosis were 
the culprits. 

As a result of the study, bouncing- 
ball type flashing beacons were tried. 
The yellow caution signal was displayed 
on State Highway 358 with the red 
flashing signal facing Davis Drive. Al- 
though some immediate improvement 


was noted, by the end of a year the 
accident rate returned to one per month. 

Believing their diagnosis to be cor- 
rect, engineers began searching for a 
method which would alert drivers to 
the dangers of the intersection. Since 
normal techniques did not seem to work, 
it was decided more drastic action was 
needed and the “rumble strip” was 
recommended. 


At Sea Ae i ttt te in tt 


“= Three sections of rumble 

8 sai. Ne SS “saat? oe strips are laid near the intersection 
REE IER Re. ~ in = Ciseitiechar copies, »._ of Davis Drive and S. H. 358 near the Corpus 
fit eS Mo t2-A Christi Naval Air Station. Rumble 

ee. 5A A ER, 8 LE. strip #1 is in the foreground, 

Ma MIO Se geet ee ee #2 top center, and #3, 

TART oR Py SK MEE ree still barricaded off, is in 

the background. 
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One-by-four boards are used 

to make rumble strip forms. A tack 
coat of epoxy resin is brushed on 

the pavement, topped by | /4-inch of 
paving cement, and then roofing 
rock is tamped into place. 


A rumble strip causes the vehicle to 
vibrate slightly and in addition causes 
tires to produce a humming sound in 
the vehicle. This double rumble action 
instantly alerts the driver, breaking any 
daydreaming or highway hypnosis that 
might exist. 

On August 12, 1964, the project got 
under way. A rumble area consisting of 
18 six-inch strips 12 inches apart, start- 
ing at the curb and extending 28 feet 
across the travel lanes, was laid out on 
Davis Drive 631 feet east of the inter- 
section. A second section was laid out 
431 feet east of the intersection and a 
third area of 25 rumble strips was lo- 
cated 261 feet east of the intersection. 

At the first location epoxy adhesive 
A-102 and an activator were used on 
the first eight strips in the curb lane 
for test purposes. The epoxy, mixed to 
harden in 60 minutes, was brushed onto 
the washed and dried pavement between 
forms made of 1 x 4 lumber. Imme- 
diately 5/8-inch roofing rock, which 
had been washed and dried, was placed 
on the epoxy and imbedded by hand 


tamping. The forms were then moved 


to the next strips and the process re- 
peated. 

Following the test with epoxy on the 
first eight strips, pavement cement was 
used for the remaining strips. A pave- 
ment cement tack coat was placed be- 
tween the forms, followed by a quarter- 
inch thickness of one half-gallon cement 
and one gallon of No. 3 blast sand. Rock 
was then placed in the forms and 
tamped. 

The following day rumble areas were 
swept to remove all loose rock and dust. 
Forms were again laid over the strips 
and a coat of white traffic paint was 
applied, topped by a layer of reflective 
beads. About an hour was allowed for 
the paint to dry and then the lanes were 
opened to traffic. 

Texas’ first rumble strip was quick 
to bring comment from the motoring 
public. Many drivers slightly irritated 


by the jolting ride made it clear they 
felt the Texas Highway Department’s 
job was to make roads smoother, not 


rougher. A garage owner surveyed the 
project and complained it was going to 
reduce his profit from wrecker calls. 
However, the majority was understand- 
ing and appreciative of the Department’s 
efforts to solve the accident problem at 
the intersection. 

A check of the intersection after the 
first weekend of traffic showed the strip 
to be slightly worn but not deteriorated. 
Tire markings at one rumble area in- 
dicated a driver had locked the brakes 
on a dual wheeled truck in an attempt 
to pull the strips loose. All he succeeded 
in doing was peeling off some paint and 
beads. 

Three work days were required to 
complete the installation of the three 
rumble areas. 

Is the accident problem solved at the 
intersection of Davis and State 
Highway 358? Only time will tell. Right 


Department engi- 


Drive 


now Texas Highway 
neers are keeping a sharp eye on the 
intersection to see if their diagnosis was 
their prescription effec- 


correct and 


tive. # 


Auto passes over rumble 

area at Davis Drive and S. H. 358 
intersection in Corpus Christi. The 
raised strips cause the vehicle 

to vibrate slightly and the tires to 
make a humming sound, alerting 
the driver to dangers ahead. 
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Interstate Loop 410 at San Antonio (District 15) 
was dedicated on October 8 when J. H. Kultgen, 
member of the Texas Highway Commission from 
Waco, snipped the ribbon. Before the Highway 
Week ceremony, Kultgen was designated an "‘al- 


THE 


WEEK. 


a ee ae 


For one week in October, all usual 
activities came to a halt and Texans 
thought “highways.” In every district 
in Texas, speeches and ribbon cuttings, 
barbeques and club luncheons focused 
attention on our highways. 

Here are a few scenes from “The 
Week.” 


Highway Commission member J. H. Kultgen hands 
motorist Carl Hughes a piece of the dedication 
ribbon right after dedication ceremonies opening 
a new section of U. S. Highway 69 between Rusk 
and Alto in District 10. Morris Hassell, chairman 
of the highway committee, Rusk Chamber of Com- 
merce, assists the commissioner. 
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A raised portion of Interstate Highway 20 dedicated 
during Highway Week offers the motorist a view 
of downtown Dallas. 


1 cana ob Se seek a Azo 


dg rei panitonds 


Assistant Highway Engi- 
neer J. C. Dingwall ad- 
dresses the Waco Kiwanis 


Club on October 6. 


~ 
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El Paso Mayor Judson Williams bestows honorary citizenship on Highway Com- 
mission member Hal Woodward, and hands him a key to the city. Maurice Hill 
(seated left), president of the El Paso Chamber of Commerce, and District Engineer 
Joe Battle applaud the presentation at the luncheon kicking off Highway Week. 


Ed Sanders, Assistant Dis- 
trict Engineer, District 22, 
enjoying a full plate at the 
Brackettville barbeque. 


More than 700 persons gathered in Clairemont (District 8) to observe the ribbon 
cutting on U.S. 380 and to eat barbeque. Four beef animals for the barbeque were 
donated by local ranchers. 


Workmen in District 7 display equipment at the Junction section open house. Almost I HOUSTON NATURAL GAS SYSTEM 
2,000 guests visited I! installations in District 7 during Highway Week. ’ sera 


Sign displayed on U.S. Highway 96, 
south of Silsbee in District 20. 


Getting a head start on Highway Week at the October | barbeque in Bellville 
are the following District 12 employees (left to right): H. G. Taylor, District Engineer 
W. E. Carmichael, J. S. Griffith, J. E. Orange, R. C. Krueger, W. B. Walthers, and 
C. R. Muery. 


Foy McClelland, Maintenance sal 
employe at the Barnhart Sec- 
tion, demonstrates the equip- 
ment for Rudy Castineda, Jr., 
at open house. 


Mrs. Grady Stallings cut the ribbon to open Stallings Drive, Loop 224 in Nacog- 
doches County, the east-west loop named in honor of her late husband who was 
city manager of Nacogdoches for more than 30 years. Left to right: Jim Alders, 
City Manager, Nacogdoches; J. M. York, District Engineer, District 11; H. C. 
Petry, Jr., Chairman, Texas Highway Commission; Carl Monk, Chairman, Nacog- 
doches Chamber of Commerce, Highway Committee; Mrs. Stallings; Mayor M. M. 
Stripling, Nacogdoches; Mrs. Zack Brittain (Mr. Stallings’ daughter) and Mr. Brittain. 


Set for takeoff! Herbert C. Petry, Jr., 
Chairman of the Texas Highway Com- 
mission, opens FM 528 at the entrance 
to NASA space site in Houston. He is 
assisted by Clear Lake Chamber of Com- 
merce President, Jack Campbell. 


A luncheon at the Optimist Club in Paris 
initiated Highway Week in District |. 
From the left, District Engineer L. D. 
Cabaniss; Charles E. Simons, Executive 
Vice President, Texas Mid-Continent Oil 
& Gas Association, Dallas; Sam Weiss, 
Chairman of the Highway Committee, 


Paris Chamber of Commerce; and Felix 


Gibson, President, Paris Optimist Club. 
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Newly appointed District Engi- 
neer John G. Keller welcomes 
personnel to District 20 for the 
Ninth Annual Laboratory Engi- 
neers Meeting.... 


and Materials and Tests Engi- 
neer A. W. Eatman, Austin, re- 
lates the purpose and outlines 
the scope of the meeting. 


Photographs by Miles Weaver 


Laboratory Meeting 


New District Engineer John G. 
Keller, District 20, welcomed 122 per- 
sons to the Ninth Annual District Labo- 
ratory and Engineering Personnel meet- 
ing in Beaumont on October 6. 

Men from the 25 districts, Houston 
Urban office, Bureau of Public Roads, 
Texas Transportation Institute, Equip- 
ment and Procurement Division, Con- 
struction Division, Highway Design Di- 
vision, Materials and Tests Division, Ac- 
counting, and Maintenance Operations 
Division were present to gain firsthand 
knowledge of six major topics: surface 
treatments, asphaltic concrete, portland 
cement concrete, testing and evaluation 
of flexible base and subbase materials, 
density control, and soil stabilization. 

Most of the discussions at the two-day 


Mrs. Ann Loftin 
prepares 

for registration of 125 
persons at the Ninth 
Annual Laboratory 
Engineers Meeting. 
Ann is secretary of 
the District 20 
Laboratory. 


meeting were concerned with soils— 
compaction and stabilization. Everybody 
was invited to discuss or contribute his 
ideas and experiences on topics brought 
up for discussion. No formal papers 
were given. 

The meeting is held in a different dis- 
trict each year to give laboratory per- 
sonnel a chance to see what is being 
done in other districts in maintenance 
and construction. 

Materials and Tests Engineer A. W. 
Eatman presided as chairman for the 
meeting and Chester McDowell, Super- 
vising Soils Engineer, placed the em- 
phasis on soils and base materials. W. 
N. Dudley, Senior Laboratory Engineer, 
District 20, was moderator and brought 
up each new subject on the agenda. 


in Beaumont | 


aq 


The first laboratory meeting was held 
in 1955. The idea for a meeting was 
born from, discussions among Chester 
McDowell, Charlie Baxter of District 15, 
and Jim Kelly of District 9. They saw 
the need for a meeting whereby labora- 
tory personnel and engineers could dis- 
cuss the problems field people have in- 
terpreting tests for quality of materials. 

Suggestions are received from each 
district on subjects that may range from 
one size aggregate for seal coats to 
nuclear density-moisture gauges, and 
nobody says what can or cannot be 
discussed. 

It is a place for free exchange of 
ideas and problems and helps make the 
Texas Highway Department renowned 
for its laboratory work. @ 


if 


Let's get on with the lab business. Daniel D. Farias, Laredo; Carl B. Pear- 
son, San Benito; Gene Graham, Pharr; and Tom Hanna, Raymondville; put 
their names on the list for the Laboratory Engineers meeting. 


i. 


More than 
122 men crowd 
into the meeting 
room in District 20 
headquarters to listen 
and to discuss 
laboratory work 
throughout 

See =the Highway 

5) Department. 


Photograph courtesy Beaumont Journal 


Speakers for the Laboratory Engineers meeting include left to right District Engi- 
neer John G. Keller, Chester McDowell, and W. N. Dudley. Laboratory and 
engineering personnel from all over Texas attended the two-day meeting in 
Beaumont. 


Three more, from the Amarillo district. 
They are (left to right) Fred Finke, J. G. 
Dewald, and H. L. Gallegly. 


e | 
il 
Highwaymen gather to discuss program subjects before Laboratory meeting begins. 
Left to right, they are Jim L. Stacks, District 3; B. R. Hunter, District 3; Chester 


McDowell, Materials and Tests Division; W. N. Dudley, District 20; and from 
Materials and Tests Division, J. E. Hunt, C. W. Chaffin, and Avery Smith. 


33 


Te and “From Our Reader 


Permission Granted 


The Sika Chemical Corporation at 
Passaic, New Jersey, sent in these words 
of praise: 

“The article “The Big Pour’ by G. P. 
Brown that appeared in your May issue 
was an exceptionally good treatment of 
the continuous-pour method of bridge 
construction. The engineers in this office 
read it with much interest. May we re- 
print this article?” 


Love and a Center Stripe? 


One of our Dallas readers suggests 
that the new auto tunnel beneath a run- 
way of Amon Carter International Air- 
port at Fort Worth might have been 
more euphonious had it been located 
at Dallas Love Field. Then it could 
have been called “the Tunnel of Love.” 
.. . A West Texan submits a money- 
saving possibility for the Highway De- 
partment. Instead of widening high- 
ways, he suggests, why not narrow the 
center stripes? 


No Numbers at All 


From Discovery, the Allstate Motor 
Club magazine: 

“Texas carries no slogan on its plates 
but there are people who think it should. 
A woman motel operator, in a letter to 
the state’s motor vehicle division, got 
carried away with her proposal to paint 
the plates red, white and blue with 
TEXAS in large letters in the middle, 
an invitation to visit the state around 
the top border, and the words THE 
LONE STAR STATE along the bottom. 
Her suggestion had one drawback: It 
left no space for a number.” 


Capital Route? 
outlining the 


“Capital 


appeared in the San Antonio 


The map 
Route” 
Light, with the following comment: 

“The Light endorses the. proposal to 
designate a “Capital Route’ from Texar- 
kana to San Antonio for out-of-state 
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tourists heading for the HemisFair and 
for the Olympic Games in Mexico City. 
Both are slated for 1968. 


we GILMER 
- YAM CAPITAL 


YA, ATHENS 
DR SLACKEVED PEA 
CAPITAL 


CORSICANA 
CHILI CAPITAL 


“Names of the ‘capitals’ were sug- 


_ gested by the artist, Sam Nash. Cities 


on the route are requesting the State 
Highway Commission to have appropri- 
ate signs erected. Certainly, it is fitting 
that San Antonio should be nicknamed 
the ‘tourist capital’ of Texas.” 


Congratulations, Marjie 

“Highway News,” the newspaper for 
Highway Department employes in Aus- 
tin edited by Marjie Mugno, has received 
a Merit Award for outstanding journal- 
istic efforts in competition with similar 
publications in a 13-state area. 

The annual competition is a program 
of the Southwest Conference of Indus- 
trial Editors, and more than 200 publi- 
cations were entered this year. The 
award was presented on September 25 at 
the annual meeting of the Conference 
in Oklahoma City. 

A frequent contributor to Texas High- 
ways, Marjie also is a staff writer for 
the Travel and Information Division. 


Engineer, Special Assignments 


Wayne Courter, formerly Division 
Engineer for the Bureau of Public Roads 
in Baltimore, Maryland, and Little Rock, 
Arkansas, has joined the Texas High- 
way Department. 

Courter has been assigned the title, 
Engineer, Special Assignments. He will 
work directly under State Highway En- 
gineer, D. C. Greer. 


Just 20 Years Away 


Cars zipping along at 100 miles per 
hour will be commonplace—and legal 
—within 20 years, predicts Texas A&M 
Professor Leslie V. Hawkins. 

An industrial educator with an inter- 
est in driver education, Dr. Hawkins 
adds, “I think it’s going to require an 
entirely new concept of driving.” And 
100 miles per hour travel is going to 
be more expensive also. Everything 
from highway construction to equip- 
ment within the autos is involved. 
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Sign at an intersection: CROSS- 
ROAD . .. Better Humor It. 
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TEXAS HIGHWAY COMMISSION 


HERBERT C. PETRY JR. Chairman 
HAL WOODWARD Member 
J. H. KULTGEN Member 


D. C. GREER State Highway Engineer 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, official journal 
of the Texas Highway Department, is 
published in the interest of highway 
development in Texas and for depart- 
mental education in the improvement 
of construction, maintenance, and op- 
eration. 

TEXAS HIGHWAYS is available to 
the general public on a subscription ba- 
sis at $3.50 annually, or it can be pur- 
chased for 35 cents a copy. Subscrip- 
tions, inquiries, material, or manuscripts 
should be directed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, Travel and Information Division, 
Texas Highway Department, Austin 14, 
Texas. 


Dr. Hawkins, who is responsible for 
the driver education instructor program 
at Texas A&M, has served as consul- 
tant and moderator of a number of na- 
tional driver education programs. 

“T don’t believe that within 10 years 
we will have much roadway suitable 
for 100 mile an hour driving, but | 
think that in 20 years such driving will 
be common.” 

Dr. Hawkins cited driver’s “seeing 
habits” as among the necessary changes 
in driving concepts as speeds move up- 
ward. Too many drivers even now do 
not watch for developments far enough 
ahead of their own car, he said. 

“TY think another thing this higher 
speed will do is to make necessary il- 
lustrations and sketches, posted so the 
drivers know what they are getting into 
as they approach an intersection,” Dr. 
Hawkins continued. 

Improved methods of communicating 
between drivers is among other needs 
as speeds continue to increase. 


Joe M. Battle (right), District Engineer 
of District 24, is shown accepting the 
team trophy from Richard Ellison. 


Golf League Champions 

Richard R. Ellison, Designing Engi- 
neer in District 24, Texas Highway De- 
partment, captained the Highway Team 
to a victorious conclusion in the El 
Paso Industrial Golf League. 

The El Paso Industrial Golf League 
is comprised of seven teams, and in 
order to win possession of the trophy, 
the Highway Team had five wins and 
one tie. The trophy is a traveling award, 
but the Highway Team plans to gain 
permanent possession by winning it dgain 
in the next two seasons. 


What's That Again? 


From a Grin and Bear It Cartoon: 

“, . and plans for the year include 
87 miles of paved freeway which will 
require 342 miles of paved intersec- 
tions leading ONTO the freeway.” 


For Good Luck 


One 12-year-old readers, 
James McCratic of Dallas, sent us the 
following helpful suggestion: 

“T think that the flower for the Texas 
Highway Department should be the 
Concrete Cloverleaf.” 


of our 


Thanks, James, but please don’t ex- 
pect us to throw you any bouquets! 


Hewes Award Winner 


A California engineer won the 1964 
Hewes Award. 

He is Karl Moskowitz, assistant traf- 
fic engineer in charge of geometric serv- 
ice and traffic service for the California 
Division of Highways at Sacramento. 
Moskowitz won the award for the value 
of numerous trail-breaking research re- 
ports in the field of traffic engineering. 
He began his career in 1930. 


Litter Index 


The formation of a National Litter 
Index to measure the activity of litter- 
bugs in the years ahead has been an- 
nounced by Keep America Beautiful, 
Inc., the national public service or- 
ganization for the prevention of litter. 

Allen H. Seed Jr., KAB’s executive 
vice president, told the organization’s 
directors and trustees that “litter is a 
continuing problem, and the potential 
of this menace will grow in the years 
ahead because there will be more peo- 
ple, more cars, more drivers, more 
travel, a higher standard of living and 
more leisure time.” 

He added that there has long been 
a need for a “barometer” to help the 
thousands of litter fighters throughout 
America keep track of the progress they 
are making in the face of the growing 
litter potential. 

The Index is based on the annual 
cost of removing litter from primary 
state highways in the 50 states and the 
number of miles traveled in the same 
year by vehicles on these highways. 


A KAB survey of state highway de- 
partments showed that in 1963 some 
$22 million was spent by the states 
cleaning up their primary highway sys- 
tems. The Bureau of Public Roads re- 
ported that vehicles in 1963 traveled 
about 324 billion miles on the same 
primary roads. 

“The annual mileage figure divided 
into the annual clean-up cost gives us 
the basis for our new Index,” Mr. Seed 
explained. “It comes out to about 
seven-thousandths of a cent per mile for 
1963. This becomes our starting base 
figure—‘100’ on the Index. 

“Each year we will calculate the in- 
dex number for that year. If annual 
state clean-up costs rise more slowly 
than the increase in number of miles 
traveled the index reading will drop 
below 100 and we'll know the litter- 
bugs are in retreat. But if the clean-up 
figures rise faster than the travel mile- 
age the Index will rise and show that 
the litterbugs are winning their war on 
civilization.” 


"THERES SOME KIND OF AN EMERGENCY OUT 
AT THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT tf" 


“WE WERE TRYING TO HOLD A MAINTENANCE 
FOREMENS MEETING AND THE COFFEE MAKER 
WENT OUTI" 
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The Sun Has Riz, 
The Sun Has Set, 


And Here We Is, 
In Texas Yet . 


ATPL 
FAG BO—a- 
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Comments... from the 


e I would like to thank you for the 
nice road side parks that you have. I 
and my family, pulling a travel trailer, 
drove through your state in June on our 
vacation trip out west. We appreciated 
being able to park our trailer overnight 
in the roadside park around Alanreed. 
This is a convenience appreciated by 
. I feel each 


new park opened contributes to safer 


travel trailer owners. . . 


driving. 

We enjoyed our travel across the pan- 
handle. We entered at Shamrock and 
exited Adrian. The double lane high- 
ways made driving a pleasure. 

Wayne Rish 


Mingo Junction, Ohio 


e Would you please send me pam- 
plets of Texas and a book which tells 
about Texas for you see when I get 
older that’s where I’m going and I[ want 
to get to now the state of Texas well. 
Is there really ranches out in Texas? 


My friend 


me because she thinks she'll get shot 


doesn’t want to come with 


out there. 
Thank you. 
Jean Cunningham 
Chatham, New Brunswick 


Canada 
e Earlier this month my wife and | 
were traveling north out of Snyder when 
my hose broke and we lost all our water. 


I had started to tape the hose when 
James Ne- 


smith, stopped and gave me assistance; 


one of your employees, Mr. 
illed my 


radiator and gave me soap 
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Traveling Public 


and water to wash with. 

He was most courteous, helpful and 
friendly, and helped me out of a difficult 
position. 

We appreciate this friendly service 
rendered by Mr. Nesmith very much. 

Ruskin Callan 
Dallas, Texas 


e | wish to thank the kind and cour- 
teous men of the Texas Highway De- 
partment of Lufkin. 

I was driving my station wagon with 
four small children and one other fe- 
male adult to Lufkin. As we were going 
under the railroad overpass we had a 
blowout. To add to our predicament, 
I barely had time to 


verify the blowout when a very welcome 


it was raining. 


truck and two polite Highway men came 
to my defense. 

In less time than I can tell they had 
the situation in hand. . . . They were 
not only pleasant but very fast and effi- 
cient workers. When their task was com- 
pleted, I offered to pay them for their 
trouble and inconvenience which they 
turned down, explaining this was a 
courtesy that the Department is known 
for. I will always remember the truck, 
number 210, Texas Highway Depart- 
ment. 

Mrs. Willis R. Goldsby 

Nacogdoches, Texas 
(Editor’s note: Harold A. Temple and 
Tommy C. Rogers of the Angelina Coun- 
ty Maintenance Section were Mrs. Golds- 


by’s Good Samaritans.) 


e Unearthed from a 30-year-old let- 
ters file were the following comments 
penned in 1936: 

. Highway Department have good 
Highways but the Highway Department 
is not the cause of the accidents. The 
cause of the accidents are the drivers, 
but not Highway Department. Who can 
help to the drivers when they run the 
cars like Bullets, and then run in to 
somebody, and then they put complaint 
on the Highway Department. 

The Highways have signs that every- 
body can see it, and if the drivers dont 
see the signs on the Highway, why he 
or she go to the stiring wheel, and 
then say the Highways are no good. I 
went over the countrys and I dont see 
no mistakes no where on the Highways. 
I am working for in order to form a 
more perfect union establish Justice in- 
sure domestic Tranquillity, provide for 
the common Defense, promote the gen- 
eral Welfair and secure the Blessing of 
liberty to ourselves and our Prosperity. 
Some drivers fly pretty high but when 
they come down they can not fly no 
The Highway can be made 
out of gold it would not do any good 
to such drivers. 


more. 


Wishing a Happy New Year to one 
and all. 


e We have enjoyed our first year 
here very much and wish to compliment 
you and the State government on the 
fine Texas highways and county roads. 

H. W. Blank 
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas 
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Looming out of the early morning haze, the gigan- 
tic new Devils River bridge towers over the mist 
shrouded stream far below. A bridge worker ap- 
pears as a small dark spot on the first step of the 
pier at the left. The new bridge is on U.S. 90, 
northwest of Del Rio. Photo by Jack Lewis 


